Extent of resection and outcome after curative resection for intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma.
According to the classification from the Liver Cancer Study Group of Japan, ICC can be classified into three major macroscopic types: MFCC, periductal-infiltrating, and intraductal-growth [19]. Although most ICC cases in the literature seem to be cases of MFCC, they are actually mixtures of MFCC and non-MFCC. Subtypes of ICC should be specified in future studies. Radiologic findings of MFCC are similar to those of secondary liver cancer, and the preoperative diagnosis of MFCC is sometimes difficult. The outcome after surgical treatment for MFCC is slightly worse than that for HCC. Among patients with MFCC, almost all recurrences occur within a year, and most patients with recurrence die within 2 years after hepatic resection. Lymph node metastasis is the most distinctive prognostic factor, and the presence of lymph node metastasis in MFCC may be a sign of disseminated disease.